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Legislative Update Technology

Legislative Update by Gary Goyke
754 Williamson Street • Madison, Wisconsin 53703 • (608) 255-1166 (daytime) • (608) 245-3777 (evenings)

(608) 255-3301 (fax daytime) • (608) 245-3787 (fax evenings) • gnregoyke@mailbag.com

Plan Now for 2010 Legislative Day
Mark your calendars now for the 2010 Legislative Day, which
is scheduled for Wednesday, March 17th!!  Another interesting
St. Patrick's Day in Madison!  

Dale Hicks Testifies on Carbon Monoxide
Detector Bill
On Wednesday January 6th, Dale and Trudy Hicks made the
trip to Madison to speak before the Assembly Committee on
Consumer Protection on AB 607.  That's the bill requiring 
carbon monoxide detectors in buildings with one or two
dwelling units.

Here is a copy of Dale's remarks – slightly edited.  He testified
for information only . . . but made a very good impression.  I
am hoping he and Trudy will do an article for the next 
newsletter.
RE: AB 607

Hearing date:  1/6/2010

Comments by:
Dale Hicks
2221 E. Milwaukee St
Janesville, WI 53545
608-752-3104 (h)
608-201-3774 (c)

President:  JARPA (Janesville Area Rental Property Association)
WAA Educational Chair person

Concerns:
1) Language that may favor one manufacturer over another.

2) Under the bill, the owner of a dwelling must install the detec-
tor according to the directions and specifications of the manu-
facturer.

3) Let me give you four examples:
1. I returned 4 Kidde CO detectors for failure to function or

set correctly. Could not get satisfaction from Kidde.

2. Another Association fire dept says Kidde is not reliable.

3. I received an e-mail regarding a training class put on by
the Madison Fire Dept. In this class information was presented
by Kidde and First Alert.  Each had different instructions.

Placement in basement no closer than 20 feet from fur-
nace or do not put in dusty basement.  State rules say some-
thing else. 

4. The Fire Dept used a power point that showed drawings
of placement for the CO detectors. Neither one had any in the
basement.

I have sent this to my Fire Dept asking clarification and they
sent it back to the Commerce Dept for answers.  I also sent this
to Gary Goyke.  This all leads to confusion and needs to be
addressed before adding more to present rules.

Thank you Dale Hicks 

Tax Collections, and Their Bite on Residents, Dip
Statewide
As tax collections in Wisconsin declined by a whopping $8.7
billion last year along with the recession, taxes as a share of
state residents' income dropped to their lowest levels since
1970, a new report shows.

The report Monday by the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance shows
taxes accounted for 28.8 percent of state residents' personal
income in 2009, down from 33.7 percent in 2008. That was
the lowest share of state income taken by taxes since 1970,
said research analyst Kyle Christianson.

The federal, state and local taxes collected in Wisconsin
dropped to $61.2 billion in 2009 from $69.9 billion in 2008
as the recession churned through the state's economy. But the
personal income in the state is still estimated by the federal 
government to have risen a modest 2.5 percent in 2009 to
$212.6 billion.

Taxes as a share of personal income could rise in 2010, as the
incomes of Wisconsin residents face further pressure from
unemployment and as tax increases passed last year by the
state Legislature take effect, Christianson said.
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Technology cont’d / Maintenance

Five Easy Steps to
Ensure Your Kitchen
Cupboards Stay
Sparkling Clean

Investing in new kitchen cabinets is a
sure-fire way of improving the general
look and feel of your kitchen area and
simultaneously raising the value of your
property (whether it is your home or
office space) considerably. Choosing the
kitchen cupboards for your home or
office is one thing, keeping them in a
good condition is quite another. I have
put together some tips that will help you
to keep your cabinetry as good as new
with the minimum of fuss.

1. Clean regularly: Kitchens are a
breeding ground for all kinds of nasty
moulds and bacteria, and keeping your
surface areas and kitchen cabinets clean
will go a long way to ensuring a 
hygienic food preparation area. While
surface areas require daily cleaning,
kitchen cupboards only need a thorough
scrubbing once every two weeks.
Keeping up with this schedule will ensure
that your cabinets do not become dull
and ‘gummy’, as untended kitchen 
furniture is prone to do.

2. Match your cleaning product
to your surface type: Most 
modern-day kitchen cupboards are 
finished with a catalysed conversion 
varnish. This type of varnish is the easiest
to clean and only require the occasional

wipe with a damp cloth. If there is a stain
that is particularly hard to get out, you
might try a bit of soapy water, but steer
clear of any abrasives or waxy products
- these will just shorten the lifespan of the
surfaces.

Metal inserts and joinery can be cleaned
using mild soap and water. Most of the
metal parts found on contemporary
kitchen cabinets are manufactured with a
coating that protects against corrosion
and abrasion and cleaning the joinery
with harsh chemicals will strip it of this
protective layer. Simply give it a 
thorough wiping with a damp cloth once
a week.

3. Raid the pantry: Television- and
magazine advertisements will have us all
think that we need a variety of costly
cleaning products to keep our homes
clean. In fact, most of what you need is
already in your pantry. Baking soda, for
instance, is suitable for removing most
common household stains from cabinet
surfaces. Use two or three tablespoons of
baking soda per cup of warm water and
gently remove grease and stubborn
splatters with a sponge. Afterwards,
rinse down with cold water and dab with
a paper towel. Alternatively, use a com-
bination of equal parts vinegar and
warm water and get rid of food build-up
in no time.

4. A stitch in time saves nine:
Keeping your kitchen clean does not
need to take long if you keep on top of

things. Here are a few hints that will cut
your cleaning time in half:

• Clean spills and liquids immediately.

• Do not leave newspapers and other
printed media on cabinet surfaces, the
ink can seep into the surface finishing
and in time, leave unattractive (and 
stubborn) marks.

• Instead of sliding objects across 
surfaces, pick it up and minimize the risk
of scratching.

5. Be gentle: It’s understandable that you
might want to break out a scrubbing
brush or steel wool pad at the first sign of
a stain, but rather refrain - often, a 
simple wiping with a damp cloth will
have the same effect, while keeping your
kitchen cabinets’ protective surfaces
intact.

And there you have it. Follow these few
simple guidelines and keep your kitchen
cupboards and other office furniture
looking brand new without spending the
earth.

Article Source:
http://www.bestmanagementarticles.com
http://property-management.bestmanagementar-
ticles.com

About the Author:
Martin Johnson is an office furniture supplier to a
variety of industries and private clients. He 
specialises in high quality kitchen cabinets.
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